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FOREWORD 

If the goal of a foreword is to prepare the reader for the text that follows it, then I am sorry to 
report that this foreword will inevitably fail, because the following text is one for which no 
reader could prepare. Not even the most seasoned admirer of Billy Bob Beamer's poems — which 
are so radically abstract in both form and content that Beamer himself has christened them as 
POMES in order to separate his work from traditional conceptions of poetry (a small phonetic 
change to account for a grand difference) — would know what to expect of Dead in Ethyl before 
reading it. As the author's fan and friend, what has always drawn me to his POMES and other 
writings is their uncompromising spontaneity and beautiful chaos; the element of surprise is 
always present. In the case of Dead in Ethyl, that same dedication to dynamics is exemplified by 
a thousandfold, with various shifts in style, size, structure, syntax, and space appearing on each 
individual page. The text is certainly a testament to literary change, in terms of not only its own 
formatting but also literature as a whole. So, regarding what to expect of it, expect a rollercoaster 
of fluctuating images and sounds; expect a hypnotic cyclical nature in the spirit of fractal writing 
or meditative practice; expect to be consumed and astounded by these words; expect the 
unexpected. 

with thanks to Mr. Beamer 
for agreeing to share this book with the public in a special edition 

Matt Margo 
July 28, 2012 



Dead in Ethyl 

name is derived from the Ae ther, the first-born Greek elemental god of air, and 'hyle', 
referring to "stuff. 
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